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From the late nineteenth century until World War I, a group of Columbia University students gathered under
the mentorship of the renowned historian William Archibald Dunning (1857–1922). Known as the Dunning
School, these students wrote the first generation of state studies on the Reconstruction?volumes that
generally sympathized with white southerners, interpreted radical Reconstruction as a mean-spirited
usurpation of federal power, and cast the Republican Party as a coalition of carpetbaggers, freedmen,
scalawags, and former Unionists.

Edited by the award-winning historian John David Smith and J. Vincent Lowery, The Dunning School
focuses on this controversial group of historians and its scholarly output. Despite their methodological
limitations and racial bias, the Dunning historians' writings prefigured the sources and questions that later
historians of the Reconstruction would utilize and address. Many of their pioneering dissertations remain
important to ongoing debates on the broad meaning of the Civil War and Reconstruction and the evolution of
American historical scholarship.

This groundbreaking collection of original essays offers a fair and critical assessment of the Dunning School
that focuses on the group's purpose, the strengths and weaknesses of its constituents, and its legacy. Squaring
the past with the present, this important book also explores the evolution of historical interpretations over
time and illuminates the ways in which contemporary political, racial, and social questions shape historical
analyses.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of
Reconstruction has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the
Meaning of Reconstruction is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Toby Lowry:

This book untitled The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Craig Duran:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Dunning School: Historians,
Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the
Meaning of Reconstruction become your starter.

Liza Serrano:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Dunning School: Historians,
Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of
Reconstruction to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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