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A powerful, bracing and deeply spiritual look at intensely, troubled youth, Last Chance in Texas gives a
stirring account of the way one remarkable prison rehabilitates its inmates.

While reporting on the juvenile court system, journalist John Hubner kept hearing about a facility in Texas
that ran the most aggressive–and one of the most successful–treatment programs for violent young offenders
in America. How was it possible, he wondered, that a state like Texas, famed for its hardcore attitude toward
crime and punishment, could be leading the way in the rehabilitation of violent and troubled youth?

Now Hubner shares the surprising answers he found over months of unprecedented access to the Giddings
State School, home to “the worst of the worst”: four hundred teenage lawbreakers convicted of crimes
ranging from aggravated assault to murder. Hubner follows two of these youths–a boy and a girl–through
harrowing group therapy sessions in which they, along with their fellow inmates, recount their crimes and
the abuse they suffered as children. The key moment comes when the young offenders reenact these soul-
shattering moments with other group members in cathartic outpourings of suffering and anger that lead,
incredibly, to genuine remorse and the beginnings of true empathy . . . the first steps on the long road to
redemption.

Cutting through the political platitudes surrounding the controversial issue of juvenile justice, Hubner lays
bare the complex ties between abuse and violence. By turns wrenching and uplifting, Last Chance in Texas
tells a profoundly moving story about the children who grow up to inflict on others the violence that they
themselves have suffered. It is a story of horror and heartbreak, yet ultimately full of hope.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Sharrow:

The book Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal Youth can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal Youth? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal Youth has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Stephen Comerford:

This book untitled Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal Youth to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Sandra Birk:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on
this planet always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to
the book. One of them is this Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal Youth.

Kim Free:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Last Chance in Texas: The Redemption of Criminal
Youth can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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