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Despite the plethora of writing about jazz, little attention has been paid to what musicians themselves wrote
and said about their practice. An implicit division of labor has emerged where, for the most part, black artists
invent and play music while white writers provide the commentary. Eric Porter overturns this tendency in his
creative intellectual history of African American musicians. He foregrounds the often-ignored ideas of these
artists, analyzing them in the context of meanings circulating around jazz, as well as in relationship to
broader currents in African American thought.

Porter examines several crucial moments in the history of jazz: the formative years of the 1920s and 1930s;
the emergence of bebop; the political and experimental projects of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s; and the
debates surrounding Jazz at Lincoln Center under the direction of Wynton Marsalis. Louis Armstrong,
Anthony Braxton, Marion Brown, Duke Ellington, W.C. Handy, Yusef Lateef, Abbey Lincoln, Charles
Mingus, Archie Shepp, Wadada Leo Smith, Mary Lou Williams, and Reggie Workman also feature
prominently in this book. The wealth of information Porter uncovers shows how these musicians have
expressed themselves in print; actively shaped the institutional structures through which the music is created,
distributed, and consumed, and how they aligned themselves with other artists and activists, and how they
were influenced by forces of class and gender.

What Is This Thing Called Jazz? challenges interpretive orthodoxies by showing how much black jazz
musicians have struggled against both the racism of the dominant culture and the prescriptive definitions of
racial authenticity propagated by the music's supporters, both white and black.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

This What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music
of the African Diaspora) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That What Is This
Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African
Diaspora) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists,
Critics, and Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This What Is This
Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African
Diaspora) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American
Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) as your daily resource
information.

Alma Brady:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists
(Music of the African Diaspora).



Joseph Franson:

You will get this What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and
Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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