
Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the
National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential

Rhetoric and Political Communication)
Belinda A. Stillion Southard

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1603442812
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1603442812
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1603442812


Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National
Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication)

Belinda A. Stillion Southard

Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication) Belinda A. Stillion Southard

Between 1913 and 1920, the National Woman’s Party (NWP) waged a campaign to write women’s voting
rights into the U.S. Constitution. Unlike the more moderate campaign strategies adopted by other woman
suffrage organizations of the Progressive Era, the NWP remained committed to militant agitation—that is,
holding political party leaders responsible for social change and doing so through nontraditional means of
protest. Some of these militant strategies included heckling President Wilson, protesting silently outside the
White House gates, and publicly burning his speeches in “Watch Fires.”

Such militancy resulted in institutional acts of social control including censorship, arrests, beatings, and
force-feedings. And yet, by the end of the woman suffrage movement, the NWP had earned the
endorsements of every major political party, as well as of prominent politicians (including Wilson), and had
found its name splashed across the front pages of the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the
Chicago Tribune. One Times article even referred to the NWP as the “suffrage leaders.” Exploring the ways
in which the militant NWP negotiated institutional opposition and secured such a prominent position in
national politics drives the analysis offered in this manuscript.

In light of the NWP’s militant identity and its demonstrated political viability, Belinda A. Stillion Southard
treats the party’s campaign for woman suffrage as an example of how a relatively powerless group of women
constituted themselves as “national citizens” through rhetoric. To this end, she uses volumes of NWP
discourse, including correspondence, photographs, protests, and publications, to situate the NWP in the
historical and ideological forces of the period, particularly as they are inflected by meanings of nationalism,
citizenship, and social activism. In addition to this project’s historical focus, this study features the critical
concept of political mimesis to help explain the ways in which the NWP mimicked political rhetorics and
rituals to simultaneously agitate and accommodate members of the political elite.

Taking root in Aristotle’s notion of mimesis as the process of representation and drawing upon more
postmodern theories that link mimesis to identity-formation, this study demonstrates that the NWP’s mimetic
strategies took multiple forms, including parody and appropriation. Through the rhetoric of political
mimesis, the NWP militantly inserted itself into U.S. politics while it also earned the political legitimacy
needed to assert women’s citizenship rights. Ultimately, the strength of political mimesis as a strategy of
social change was demonstrated by the ways in which the NWP’s rhetoric circulated within national and
international political discourse and solicited a response from political leaders, the U.S. news media, and
NWP supporters.
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From reader reviews:

Lavone Anderson:

Here thing why this particular Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party,
1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party,
1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Militant Citizenship:
Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party,
1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) in e-book can be your option.

Shawn Hernandez:

The ability that you get from Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party,
1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical
Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication)
instantly.

Kelli Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of
the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) as your daily
resource information.



Janice Leon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric
and Political Communication) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of.
The Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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