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Black soldiers in the American Civil War were far more likely to die of disease than were white soldiers. In
Intensely Human, historian Margaret Humphreys explores why this uneven mortality occurred and how it
was interpreted at the time. In doing so, she uncovers the perspectives of mid-nineteenth-century physicians
and others who were eager to implicate the so-called innate inferiority of the black body.

In the archival collections of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, Humphreys found evidence that the high death
rate among black soldiers resulted from malnourishment, inadequate shelter and clothing, inferior medical
attention, and assignments to hazardous environments.

While some observant physicians of the day attributed the black soldiers' high mortality rate to these
circumstances, few medical professionals?on either side of the conflict?were prepared to challenge the
"biological evidence" of white superiority. Humphreys shows how, despite sympathetic and responsible
physicians' efforts to expose the truth, the stereotype of black biological inferiority prevailed during the war
and after.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Intensely Human: The Health of the Black Soldier in the American Civil War, you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Raul Warren:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Intensely Human: The Health of the Black Soldier in the American
Civil War why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Hugo Carter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Intensely Human: The Health of the Black Soldier in the American Civil War can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Maria Green:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Intensely Human: The
Health of the Black Soldier in the American Civil War.
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