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The United States imprisons more of its citizens than any other nation in the world. To be sentenced to
prison is to face systematic violence, humiliation, and, perhaps worst of all, separation from family and
community. It is, to borrow Orlando Patterson’s term for the utter isolation of slavery, to suffer “social
death.” In Prison and Social Death, Joshua Price exposes the unexamined cost that prisoners pay while
incarcerated and after release, drawing upon hundreds of often harrowing interviews conducted with people
in prison, parolees, and their families.

 
Price argues that the prison separates prisoners from desperately needed communities of support from
parents, spouses, and children. Moreover, this isolation of people in prison renders them highly vulnerable to
other forms of violence, including sexual violence. Price stresses that the violence they face goes beyond
physical abuse by prison guards and it involves institutionalized forms of mistreatment, ranging from
abysmally poor health care to routine practices that are arguably abusive, such as pat-downs, cavity searches,
and the shackling of pregnant women. And social death does not end with prison. The condition is
permanent, following people after they are released from prison. Finding housing, employment, receiving
social welfare benefits, and regaining voting rights are all hindered by various legal and other hurdles. The
mechanisms of social death, Price shows, are also informal and cultural. Ex-prisoners face numerous forms
of distrust and are permanently stigmatized by other citizens around them.

 
A compelling blend of solidarity, civil rights activism, and social research, Prison and Social Death offers a
unique look at the American prison and the excessive and unnecessary damage it inflicts on prisoners and
parolees.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know which you should start with. This Prison and Social Death (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Ellis Arnold:

Why? Because this Prison and Social Death (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Thomas Hill:

Prison and Social Death (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Prison and Social
Death (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Shawn Mathison:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
Prison and Social Death (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Prison and Social
Death (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can more inviting than now.
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