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A survey of the quirks and quandaries of the English language, focusing on our strange and wonderful
grammar

Why do we say “I am reading a catalog” instead of “I read a catalog”? Why do we say “do” at all? Is the way
we speak a reflection of our cultural values? Delving into these provocative topics and more, Our
Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds of years of fascinating lore into one lively history.

Covering such turning points as the little-known Celtic and Welsh influences on English, the impact of the
Viking raids and the Norman Conquest, and the Germanic invasions that started it all during the fifth century
ad, John McWhorter narrates this colorful evolution with vigor. Drawing on revolutionary genetic and
linguistic research as well as a cache of remarkable trivia about the origins of English words and syntax
patterns, Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue ultimately demonstrates the arbitrary, maddening nature of
English— and its ironic simplicity due to its role as a streamlined lingua franca during the early formation of
Britain. This is the book that language aficionados worldwide have been waiting for (and no, it’s not a sin to
end a sentence with a preposition).
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of
English was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with
the book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Ana Jimenez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers
high quality.

Eileen Moore:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History
of English why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Debra Weeks:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The
Untold History of English can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by



knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Our
Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English.
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