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The average person in America watches four hours of television per day and spends the equivalent of nine
years of his or her life in front of the television set. If the attention most people devote to popular
culture—listening to the news, watching soap operas, reading the comics—were added up, it would reveal
that most people spend an enormous amount of time with popular culture, which becomes, in large measure,
their culture. Manufacturing Desire is a study of how the mass media broadcast or spread various popular
arts; further, how the media and popular arts play a major role in shaping our everyday lives.

The television shows we watch, the movies we see, the radio programs we listen to, and all the comics strips
we read influence social behavior. They give us ideas about what is good and evil, about how to solve
problems, and about how we should relate to others. If we understand this, says Berger, then the way we
think about our media-influenced culture will be far different than if we see popular culture as mindless
entertainment. Berger provides an analysis of the way popular culture and the mass media simultaneously
reflect and affect various aspects of American culture and society. He examines commercials, television
shows, comics, film, humor, and everyday life in terms of what beliefs and values are found in them, what
attitudes toward ourselves and our societies are contained in them, how they achieve their effects, and what
they reflect about present-day American culture and society.

The book begins with a consideration of theoretical matters related to the study of popular culture and the
mass media, and focuses on the important contributions of Gilbert Seldes on the subject. Throughout Berger
makes use of a number of different perspectives to show how various disciplines, modes of analysis,
philosophical positions, and belief systems help people interpret a given text. He concludes with an analysis
of the impact mass media have across America, cross-culturally, and internationally. Manufacturing Desire
will provide the general reader as well as specialists in communication and information, sociology, and
psychology with a better understanding of the effects of mass media and popular culture on contemporary
society.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Manufacturing
Desire: Media, Popular Culture, and Everyday Life suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Manufacturing Desire: Media, Popular Culture, and Everyday Lifeis a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Frank Hudson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Manufacturing Desire: Media, Popular Culture, and Everyday Life will give you new experience in studying
a book.

Jonathan Thurman:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Manufacturing Desire: Media, Popular
Culture, and Everyday Life is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ann Cason:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Manufacturing Desire: Media, Popular Culture, and Everyday Life can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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