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Dreadful Pleasures offers a lively look at those stories that make our hair stand on end--their persistence in
our culture, their manifestations in art, and our need for the frissons they provide. James Twitchell traces our
fascination with horror from the cave paintings at Lascaux to the "slasher" movies today.
Twitchell finds that three particular stories have had a special resonance in our culture: the bloodsucker
(Dracula), the deformed creature (Frankenstein), and the transformation monster (The Wolfman, Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde). Why have these stories persisted to the point of becoming mythic and to the exclusion of
others? Whatever happened to the Phantom of the Opera or the Hunchback of Notre Dame or the Creature
from the Black Lagoon? Using a psychoanalytic approach, Twitchell argues that the stories we seek out and
preserve are th ones that carry certain information as well as horror. These myths, he contends, warn their
adolescent audiences of the dangers of careless sexual behavior: they seem to say--subliminally--that sex
itself is not horrible, but sex with certain people is.
Whether discussing the engravings of William Hogarth or The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, Twitchell is
consistently insightful, provocative, and entertaining. Film buffs and scholars literary critics and devotees of
the Gothic novel will all welcome this study.
About the Author:
James B. Twitchell is Professor of English at the University of Florida, Gainesville. His previous books
include GThe Living Dead: The Vampire in Romantic Literature and Romantic Horizons: Aspects of the
Sublime in English Poetry and Painting.
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From reader reviews:

David Stokes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dreadful Pleasures: An
Anatomy of Modern Horror. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Dennis Jenkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Dreadful
Pleasures: An Anatomy of Modern Horror book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Wesley Mansour:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Dreadful Pleasures: An Anatomy of
Modern Horror book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carmen Pinto:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Dreadful Pleasures: An Anatomy of Modern Horror offer you a new
experience in reading a book.
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