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The Choctaws are among the largest and best-known Indian tribes originally of the Southeastern United
States, but over the centuries they have become one of the most acculturated to white ways, known more for
what they absorbed of white culture than for their own distinctive traditions. Since the removal of the
greatest part of the tribe to Oklahoma in the 1830s, Euro-American acculturation has become especially
dominant. Nevertheless, among the isolated group of Choctaws that remained in Mississippi after Removal
and a few individuals in Oklahoma, the old tribal dances and songs have been preserved.

This book discusses all aspects of the Choctaw dances and songs performed today by dance troupes in
Mississippi and Oklahoma. It describes the social organization of the troupes, the construction and use of
their musical instruments, and their costumes. Extensive historical information surveys the early literature on
Choctaw music and dance, the divergent experiences of the Mississippi and Oklahoma Groups, and the
recent movement toward cultural revival among traditionalists in both states.

The choreography for each dance that survives in the Choctaw repertory is described in detail and illustrated
by photographs. The book also contains an overview of Choctaw dance music, with a classification of the
song and in-depth analyses of musical elements, form, and design. The structure of dance events is
reconstructed here for the first time. Musical transcriptions of thirty songs are included.

The authors, using a comparative approach, have focused on the relationship between contemporary
performances in Oklahoma and Mississippi. Despite regional variations in performance practice, the
Choctaws have sustained considerable continuity in their dance and music in this century, successfully
resisting fierce pressure to assimilate and thereby lose all remaining vestiges of their culture.

This is the first book-length study of Choctaw music and dance since 1943, with much new information on
the dances. It will be welcomed by ethnomusicologists, dance ethnologists, students of Native American
culture, anthropologists, folklorists, and anyone interested in American Indian dance.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Smith:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Choctaw Music and Dance will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

William Burns:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Choctaw Music and Dance book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeffrey Diaz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Choctaw Music and Dance reserve written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Choctaw Music and Dance as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Francis Corder:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Choctaw Music and Dance can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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