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Although Mu?ammad had no natural sons who reached the age of maturity, Islamic sources report that he
adopted a man named Zayd shortly before receiving his first revelation. This "son of Mu?ammad" was the
Prophet's heir for the next fifteen or twenty years. He was the first adult male to become a Muslim and the
only Muslim apart from Mu?ammad whose name is mentioned in the Qur'an. Eventually, Mu?ammad would
repudiate Zayd as his son, abolish the institution of adoption, and send Zayd to certain death on a battlefield
in southern Jordan.

Curiously, Zayd has remained a marginal figure in both Islamic and Western scholarship. David S. Powers
now attempts to restore Zayd to his rightful position at the center of the narrative of the Prophet Mu?ammad
and the beginnings of Islam. To do so, he mines traces left behind in commentaries on the Qur'an, in
biographical dictionaries, and in historical chronicles, reading these sources against analogues in the Hebrew
Bible. Powers demonstrates that in the accounts preserved in these sources, Zayd's character is modeled on
those of biblical figures such as Isaac, Ishmael, Joseph, and Uriah the Hittite. This modeling process was
deployed by early Muslim storytellers to address two key issues, Powers contends: the bitter conflict over
succession to Mu?ammad and the key theological doctrine of the finality of prophecy. Both Zayd's death on
a battlefield and Mu?ammad's repudiation of his adopted son and heir were after-the-fact constructions
driven by political and theological imperatives.
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From reader reviews:

Aurelio Ashley:

The book Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Zayd
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like wide open and read a e-book Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Laura McLaughlin:

The event that you get from Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) could be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Zayd
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) instantly.

Latashia Bartlett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

William Black:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Zayd (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Zayd (Divinations:



Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You can more desirable than now.
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