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Besides the groundbreaking novels and stories that brought him fame, William Faulkner throughout his life
wrote letters—to his publisher, his lovers, his family, and his friends. In this first major study of epistolarity
in Faulkner's work, James G. Watson examines Faulkner's personal correspondence as a unique second
canon of writing, separate from his literary canon with its many fictional letters but developing along parallel
lines. By describing the similarity of forms and conventions in Faulkner's personal and fictional
correspondence, Watson clearly demonstrates that Faulkner's personal experience as a writer of letters
significantly shaped his imaginative work early and late.

Letters are always about themselves; they re-create a world between the sender and the receiver. In this
illuminating study, Faulkner's personal letters are treated as a form of reflexive writing: first-person
narratives in which Sender self-consciously portrays Self to a specific Receiver, likewise portrayed in the
letter-text. This duality of actual experience and imaginative re-creation measures the personal distances
between the life of the writer and the written self-image. It reveals that letters are at once fragments of
autobiography and fictions of self.

Such "laws of letters" apply equally to the letters that appear throughout Faulkner's novels and stories. The
twenty-one letters and telegrams in The Sound and the Fury, for example, portray character, propel plot, and
convey important themes of failed communication and broken identity. From Soldiers' Pay to his last work,
Faulkner's carefully lettered canon of fiction is dramatic evidence of his understanding of epistolarity and of
the extent to which he adapted letters, including some of his own, to shape his fictional world.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions.

Barbara Harp:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Jolie Browne:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions
e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions as good book not
just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Fatima Leonard:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This William Faulkner: Letters and Fictions can be
the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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