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Increasingly today nation-states are entering into agreements that involve the sharing or surrendering of parts
of their sovereign powers and often leave the cession of authority incomplete or vague. But until now, we
have known surprisingly little about how international actors design and implement these mixed-sovereignty
arrangements. Contracting States uses the concept of "incomplete contracts"--agreements that are
intentionally ambiguous and subject to future renegotiation--to explain how states divide and transfer their
sovereign territory and functions, and demonstrate why some of these arrangements offer stable and lasting
solutions while others ultimately collapse.

Building on important advances in economics and law, Alexander Cooley and Hendrik Spruyt develop a
highly original, interdisciplinary approach and apply it to a broad range of cases involving international
sovereign political integration and disintegration. The authors reveal the importance of incomplete
contracting in the decolonization of territories once held by Europe and the Soviet Union; U.S. overseas
military basing agreements with host countries; and in regional economic-integration agreements such as the
European Union. Cooley and Spruyt examine contemporary problems such as the Arab-Israeli dispute over
water resources, and show why the international community inadequately prepared for Kosovo's
independence.

Contracting States provides guidance to international policymakers about how states with equally legitimate
claims on the same territory or asset can create flexible, durable solutions and avoid violent conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations.

Joanne Hall:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Diane Gonzales:

This Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations is great publication for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Jackson:

Beside this particular Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
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