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In the definitive history of a twentieth-century public health disaster, Alan Derickson recounts how, for
decades after methods of prevention were known, hundreds of thousands of American miners suffered and
died from black lung, a respiratory illness caused by the inhalation of coal mine dust. The combined failure
of government, medicine, and industry to halt the spread of this disease--and even to acknowledge its
existence--resulted in a national tragedy, the effects of which are still being felt.

The book begins in the late nineteenth century, when the disorders brought on by exposure to coal mine dust
were first identified as components of a debilitating and distinctive illness. For several decades thereafter,
coal miners' dust disease was accepted, in both lay and professional circles, as a major industrial disease.
Derickson describes how after the turn of the century medical professionals and industry representatives
worked to discredit and supplant knowledge about black lung, with such success that this disease ceased to
be recognized. Many authorities maintained that breathing coal mine dust was actually beneficial to health.

Derickson shows that activists ultimately forced society to overcome its complacency about this deadly and
preventable disease. He chronicles the growth of an unprecedented movement--from the turn-of-the-century
miners' union, to the social medicine activists in the mid-twentieth century, and the black lung insurgents of
the late sixties--which eventually won landmark protections and compensation with the enactment of the
Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act in 1969.

An extraordinary work of scholarship, Black Lung exposes the enormous human cost of producing the
energy source responsible for making the United States the world's preeminent industrial nation.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

The feeling that you get from Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health Disaster is the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health Disaster giving you buzz feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health
Disaster instantly.

Charles Owens:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health
Disaster was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Black Lung: Anatomy of a
Public Health Disaster has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that will.

Robert Reynolds:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
to suit your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health Disaster can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Mitchell Smith:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Black Lung: Anatomy of a Public Health Disaster when you desired it?
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