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The first biography of the little-known real-life Tom Sawyer (a friend of Mark Twain during his brief
tenure as a California newspaper reporter), told through a harrowing account of Sawyer's
involvement in the hunt for a serial arsonist who terrorized mid-nineteenth century San Francisco.

When 28-year-old San Francisco Daily Morning Call reporter Mark Twain met Tom Sawyer at a local
bathhouse in 1863, he was seeking a subject for his first novel.  As Twain steamed, played cards, and drank
beer with Sawyer (a volunteer firefighter, customs inspector, and local hero responsible for having saved
ninety lives at sea), he had second thoughts about Shirley Tempest, his proposed book about a local girl
firefighter, and began to envision a novel of wider scope.  Twain learned that a dozen years earlier the then
eighteen-year-old New York-born Sawyer had been a “Torch Boy,” one of the youths who raced ahead of
the volunteer firemen’s hand-drawn engines at night carrying torches to light the way, always aware that a
single spark could reduce the all-wood city of San Francisco to ashes in an instant.  At that time a mysterious
serial arsonist known by some as “The Lightkeeper” was in the process of burning San Francisco to the
ground six times in eighteen months – the most disastrous and costly series of fires ever experienced by any
American metropolis.

Black Fire is the most thorough and accurate account of Sawyer’s relationship with Mark Twain and of the
six devastating incendiary fires that baptized one of the modern world’s favorite cities.  Set amid a scorched
landscape of burning roads, melting iron warehouses, exploding buildings, and deadly gangs who extorted
and ruled by fear, it includes the never-before-told stories of Sawyer’s heroism during the sinking of the
steamship Independence and the crucial role Sawyer and the Torch Boys played in solving the mystery of the
Lightkeeper.  

Drawing on archival sources such as actual San Francisco newspaper interviews with Sawyer and the
handwritten police depositions of the arrest of the Lightkeeper, bestselling author Robert Graysmith vividly
portrays the gritty, corrupt, and violent world of Gold Rush-era San Francisco, overrun with gunfighters,
hooligans, hordes of gold prospectors, crooked politicians, and vigilantes.  By chronicling how Sawyer took
it upon himself to investigate, expose, and stop the arsonist,  Black Fire details – for the first time – Sawyer’s
remarkable life and illustrates why Twain would later feel compelled to name his iconic character after his
San Francisco buddy when he wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Davis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of
them is this Black Fire: The True Story of the Original Tom Sawyer--and of the Mysterious Fires That
Baptized Gold Rush-Era San Francisco.

Robert Schrader:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified
as of book Black Fire: The True Story of the Original Tom Sawyer--and of the Mysterious Fires That
Baptized Gold Rush-Era San Francisco. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

John Lockett:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Black Fire: The True Story of the Original Tom Sawyer--and of the
Mysterious Fires That Baptized Gold Rush-Era San Francisco we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Black Fire: The
True Story of the Original Tom Sawyer--and of the Mysterious Fires That Baptized Gold Rush-Era San
Francisco. You can more pleasing than now.

Irving Carlin:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Black Fire: The True Story of the Original
Tom Sawyer--and of the Mysterious Fires That Baptized Gold Rush-Era San Francisco to make your current
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially.



It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Black
Fire: The True Story of the Original Tom Sawyer--and of the Mysterious Fires That Baptized Gold Rush-Era
San Francisco can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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