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How is knowledge about religion and religions produced, and how is that knowledge authenticated and
circulated? David Chidester seeks to answer these questions in Empire of Religion, documenting and
analyzing the emergence of a science of comparative religion in Great Britain during the second half of the
nineteenth century and its complex relations to the colonial situation in southern Africa. In the process,
Chidester provides a counterhistory of the academic study of religion, an alternative to standard accounts that
have failed to link the field of comparative religion with either the power relations or the historical
contingencies of the imperial project.
 
In developing a material history of the study of religion, Chidester documents the importance of African
religion, the persistence of the divide between savagery and civilization, and the salience of
mediations—imperial, colonial, and indigenous—in which knowledge about religions was produced. He then
identifies the recurrence of these mediations in a number of case studies, including Friedrich Max Müller’s
dependence on colonial experts, H. Rider Haggard and John Buchan’s fictional accounts of African religion,
and W. E. B. Du Bois’s studies of African religion. By reclaiming these theorists for this history, Chidester
shows that race, rather than theology, was formative in the emerging study of religion in Europe and North
America. Sure to be controversial, Empire of Religion is a major contribution to the field of comparative
religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Empire of Religion: Imperialism and
Comparative Religion book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Hans Diaz:

The feeling that you get from Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion may be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Empire of Religion:
Imperialism and Comparative Religion instantly.

Chad Wood:

Typically the book Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Empire of Religion: Imperialism and
Comparative Religion is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carolyn Cook:

The reason? Because this Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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