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A contemporary of Descartes and Newton, Athanasius Kircher, S. J. (1601/2–80), was one of Europe’s most
inventive and versatile scholars in the baroque era. He published more than thirty works in fields as diverse
as astronomy, magnetism, cryptology, numerology, geology, and music. But Kircher is most famous—or
infamous—for his quixotic attempt to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct the ancient
traditions they encoded. In 1655, after more than two decades of toil, Kircher published his solution to the
hieroglyphs, Oedipus Aegyptiacus, a work that has been called “one of the most learned monstrosities of all
times.” Here Daniel Stolzenberg presents a new interpretation of Kircher’s hieroglyphic studies, placing
them in the context of seventeenth-century scholarship on paganism and Oriental languages.
           
Situating Kircher in the social world of baroque Rome, with its scholars, artists, patrons, and censors,
Stolzenberg shows how Kircher’s study of ancient paganism depended on the circulation of texts, artifacts,
and people between Christian and Islamic civilizations. Along with other participants in the rise of Oriental
studies, Kircher aimed to revolutionize the study of the past by mastering Near Eastern languages and
recovering ancient manuscripts hidden away in the legendary libraries of Cairo and Damascus. The
spectacular flaws of his scholarship have fostered an image of Kircher as an eccentric anachronism, a
throwback to the Renaissance hermetic tradition. Stolzenberg argues against this view, showing how Kircher
embodied essential tensions of a pivotal phase in European intellectual history, when pre-Enlightenment
scholars pioneered modern empirical methods of studying the past while still working within traditional
frameworks, such as biblical history and beliefs about magic and esoteric wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Egyptian Oedipus:
Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of
Antiquityis a single of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Howard Martinez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity.

Hubert Ray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius
Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity as good book not merely by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Pablo Cook:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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