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Drawing on archival records of actual cases, this study provides a new understanding of late imperial and
Republican Chinese law. It also casts a new light on Chinese law by emphasizing rural areas and by
comparing the old and the new.

The book asks the question: What changes occurred and what remained the same in Chinese civil justice
from the Qing to the Republic? Civil justice is here interpreted to mean not only codified law but also actual
legal practice. Since the consequences of court actions frequently differed from the code’s intent, this book
also addresses the question of how legal practice mediated between code and custom. It aims to track the
developing history of the legal system and to discover what it meant in the lives of the Chinese people.

Part One covers the revising of the Qing code and the drafting of new codes, especially the Civil Code of
1929-30, the major institutional changes that preceded the promulgation of new laws, and the organizing
principles of those laws. Part Two, the main body of the text, uses case records from both the Qing and the
Republic to examine certain topics that engendered frequent litigation: conditional sales of land, topsoil
ownership, debt, old-age support, and women’s choices in marriage, divorce, and illicit sex.

The book demonstrates the contrasting logics of Qing and Republican law: of privileges granted by the
absolutist ruler versus rights independent of the will of the ruler, of a survival ethic versus a capitalist one, of
patrifamilial property versus individual property, of reciprocal parent-child support versus unidirectional
support, and of partial and limited choice for women versus independent agency. The book shows, however,
that in actual practice the new legal systems made many accommodations to traditional customs, thus
making major concessions to social realities while still holding to radically different principles.

The author demonstrates the inadequacies of a simple contrast between the Chinese legal tradition and
modernity, or between China and the West. He argues instead for paying attention to the local knowledge of
modernization and to the logics not only of the codes but also of customs and court actions. He shows,
finally, the importance of both systemic structure and individual choice for this social and cultural study of
Chinese law.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

Here thing why this kind of Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic
Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared
(Law, Society, and Culture in China) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The
Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Code, Custom,
and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) in
e-book can be your choice.

Dick McAlister:

The reason why? Because this Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic
Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Shirley Raine:

Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and
Culture in China) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and
the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Roger Cooper:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and



the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic
Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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