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From Flannery O’Connor and Rona Jaffe Award winner Lori Ostlund, a deeply moving and beautiful debut
novel about a man who leaves his longtime partner in New Mexico for a new life in San Francisco,
launching him on a tragicomic road trip and into the mysteries of his own Midwestern childhood.

Sensitive, big-hearted, and achingly self-conscious, forty-year-old Aaron Englund long ago escaped the
confines of his Midwestern hometown, but he still feels like an outcast. After twenty years under the
Pygmalion-like direction of his older partner Walter, Aaron at last decides it is time to stop letting life
happen to him and to take control of his own fate. But soon after establishing himself in San
Francisco—where he alternates between a shoddy garage apartment and the absurdly ramshackle ESL school
where he teaches—Aaron sees that real freedom will not come until he has made peace with his memories of
Morton, Minnesota: a cramped town whose four hundred souls form a constellation of Aaron’s childhood
heartbreaks and hopes.

After Aaron’s father died in the town parade, it was the larger-than-life misfits of his childhood—sardonic,
wheel-chair bound dwarf named Clarence, a generous, obese baker named Bernice, a kindly aunt
preoccupied with dreams of The Rapture—who helped Aaron find his place in a provincial world hostile to
difference. But Aaron’s sense of rejection runs deep: when Aaron was seventeen, Dolores—Aaron’s loving,
selfish, and enigmatic mother—vanished one night with the town pastor. Aaron hasn’t heard from Dolores in
more than twenty years, but when a shambolic PI named Bill offers a key to closure, Aaron must confront his
own role in his troubled past and rethink his place in a world of unpredictable, life-changing forces.

Lori Ostlund’s debut novel is an openhearted contemplation of how we grow up and move on, how we can
turn our deepest wounds into our greatest strengths. Written with homespun charm and unceasing vitality,
After the Parade is a glorious new anthem for the outsider.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Carr:

The book After the Parade: A Novel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book After the Parade: A Novel to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a guide After the Parade: A Novel. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Mildred Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular After the Parade: A Novel is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Gary McIntosh:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this After the
Parade: A Novel, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Edward White:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
After the Parade: A Novel which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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