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Smart phones and GPS give us many possible routes to navigate our daily commute, warn us of traffic and
delays, and tell us where to find a cup of coffee. But what if there were sea serpents and giant man-eating
lobsters waiting just off course if we were to lose our way? Would there be an app for that? In the sixteenth
century, these and other monsters were thought to swim the northern waters, threatening seafarers who
ventured too far from shore. Thankfully, Scandinavian mariners had Olaus Magnus, who in 1539 charted
these fantastic marine animals in his influential map of the Nordic countries, the Carta Marina. In Sea
Monsters, well-known expert on magical beasts Joseph Nigg brings readers face-to-face with these creatures,
alongside the other magnificent components of Magnus’s map.

Nearly two meters wide in total, the map’s nine wood-block panels comprise the largest and first realistic
portrayal of Northern Europe. But in addition to these important geographic elements, Magnus’s map goes
beyond cartography to scenes both domestic and mystic. Close to shore, Magnus shows humans interacting
with common sea life—boats struggling to stay afloat, merchants trading, children swimming, and fisherman
pulling lines. But from the offshore deeps rise some of the most magical and terrifying sea creatures
imaginable at the time or thereafter—like sea swine, whales as large as islands, and the Kraken. In this book,
Nigg provides a thorough tour of the map’s cartographic details, as well as a colorful look at its unusual
pictorial and imaginative elements. He draws on Magnus’s own text to further describe and illuminate the
inventive scenes and to flesh out the stories of the monsters.

Sea Monsters is a stunning tour of a world that still holds many secrets for us land dwellers, who will forever
be fascinated by reports of giant squid and the real-life creatures of the deep that have proven to be as bizarre
and otherworldly as we have imagined for centuries. It is a gorgeous guide for enthusiasts of maps, monsters,
and the mythic.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

This Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map without we
know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Johanna Hernandez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the publication untitled Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map
can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sara Love:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Sea Monsters: A Voyage around
the World's Most Beguiling Map that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Sea Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most
Beguiling Map become your current starter.

Clarence Anderson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Sea



Monsters: A Voyage around the World's Most Beguiling Map offer you a new experience in reading through
a book.
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