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Genealogy of the formation of race and gender hierarchies in the U.S.

Theories of intersectionality have fundamentally transformed how feminists and critical race scholars
understand the relationship between race and gender, but are often limited in their focus on contemporary
experiences of interlocking oppressions. In The Specter of Sex, Sally L. Kitch explores the “backstory” of
intersectionality theory—the historical formation of the racial and gendered hierarchies that continue to
structure U.S. culture today. Kitch uses a genealogical approach to explore how a world already divided by
gender ideology became one simultaneously obsessed with judgmental ideas about race, starting in Europe
and the English colonies in the late seventeenth century. Through an examination of religious, political, and
scientific narratives, public policies and testimonies, laws, court cases, and newspaper accounts, The Specter
of Sex provides a rare comparative study of the racial formation of five groups—American Indians, African
Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, and European whites—and reveals gendered patterns that have served
white racial dominance and repeated themselves with variations over a two-hundred-year period.

“Grounding her analysis on wide-ranging secondary works, [Kitch] presents a concise vision of U.S. gender
and racial interactions, particularly valuable for feminist studies courses.” — Journal of American History

"…[a] compelling and analytically rich book … this is a book that needed to be written, and is useful for any
historical appreciation of racial and gendered ideology and inequalities in the US and intersectionality
literature more broadly … Highly recommended." — CHOICE

“This gracefully written synthesis of existing historical scholarship advances a position that both asserts
distinction between ‘race’ and ‘gender’ as categories and privileges the gendered process of racial formation
as key to understanding power and hierarchy in the United States. It is perfect for the classroom and will
serve as a guide for theorists who need grounding in history. Compelling and provocative, this book will
become a classic.” — Eileen Boris, coeditor of The Practice of U.S. Women’s History: Narratives,
Intersections, and Dialogues
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of
Racial Formation in the United States to read.

Connie Deroche:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Specter of Sex:
Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Specter of Sex: Gendered
Foundations of Racial Formation in the United Statesis one of several books in which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Annie Smith:

The e-book untitled The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial
Formation in the United States from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alisa Gordon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the
United States will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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