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In September 1781, the captain of the British slave ship Zong ordered 133 slaves thrown overboard, enabling
the ship’s owners to file an insurance claim for their lost “cargo.” Accounts of this horrific event quickly
became a staple of abolitionist discourse on both sides of the Atlantic. Ian Baucom revisits, in unprecedented
detail, the Zong atrocity, the ensuing court cases, reactions to the event and trials, and the business and social
dealings of the Liverpool merchants who owned the ship. Drawing on the work of an astonishing array of
literary and social theorists, including Walter Benjamin, Giovanni Arrighi, Jacques Derrida, and many
others, he argues that the tragedy is central not only to the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the political and
cultural archives of the black Atlantic but also to the history of modern capital and ethics. To apprehend the
Zong tragedy, Baucom suggests, is not to come to terms with an isolated atrocity but to encounter a logic of
violence key to the unfolding history of Atlantic modernity.

Baucom contends that the massacre and the trials that followed it bring to light an Atlantic cycle of capital
accumulation based on speculative finance, an economic cycle that has not yet run its course. The
extraordinarily abstract nature of today’s finance capital is the late-eighteenth-century system intensified.
Yet, as Baucom highlights, since the late 1700s, this rapacious speculative culture has had detractors. He
traces the emergence and development of a counter-discourse he calls melancholy realism through
abolitionist and human-rights texts, British romantic poetry, Scottish moral philosophy, and the work of late-
twentieth-century literary theorists. In revealing how the Zong tragedy resonates within contemporary
financial systems and human-rights discourses, Baucom puts forth a deeply compelling, utterly original
theory of history: one that insists that an eighteenth-century atrocity is not past but present within the future
we now inhabit.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Johnson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of
History this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.

William Stewart:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list will be Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of
History. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jason Davis:

You will get this Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

Cynthia Tso:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is named of book Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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