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One May day in 1896, at a dining-room table in Cambridge, England, a meeting took place between a
Romanian-born maverick Jewish intellectual and twin learned Presbyterian Scotswomen, who had assembled
to inspect several pieces of rag paper and parchment. It was the unlikely start to what would prove a
remarkable, continent-hopping, century-crossing saga, and one that in many ways has revolutionized our
sense of what it means to lead a Jewish life.
 
In Sacred Trash, MacArthur-winning poet and translator Peter Cole and acclaimed essayist Adina Hoffman
tell the story of the retrieval from an Egyptian geniza, or repository for worn-out texts, of the most vital
cache of Jewish manuscripts ever discovered. This tale of buried scholarly treasure weaves together
unforgettable portraits of Solomon Schechter and the other heroes of this drama with explorations of the
medieval documents themselves—letters and poems, wills and marriage contracts, Bibles, money orders,
fiery dissenting tracts, fashion-conscious trousseaux lists, prescriptions, petitions, and mysterious magical
charms. Presenting a panoramic view of nine hundred years of vibrant Mediterranean Judaism, Hoffman and
Cole bring modern readers into the heart of this little-known trove, whose contents have rightly been dubbed
“the Living Sea Scrolls.” Part biography and part meditation on the supreme value the Jewish people has
long placed on the written word, Sacred Trash is above all a gripping tale of adventure and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo
Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Donald Andrews:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer can be Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Troy Jones:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish
Encounters Series) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal all of you.

Daniel Ellis:

This Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) is brand new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) can
be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form.



People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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