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In the fall of 1723, two London theaters staged, almost simultaneously, pantomime performances of the
Faust story. Unlike traditional five-act plays, pantomime?a bawdy hybrid of dance, music, spectacle, and
commedia dell'arte featuring the familiar figure of the harlequin at its center?was a theatrical experience of
unprecedented accessibility. The immediate popularity of this new genre drew theater apprentices to the
cities to learn the new style, and pantomime became the subject of lively debate within British society.
Alexander Pope and Henry Fielding bitterly opposed the intrusion into legitimate literary culture of what
they regarded as fairground amusements that appealed to sensation and passion over reason and judgment.

In Harlequin Britain, literary scholar John O'Brien examines this new form of entertainment and the effect it
had on British culture. Why did pantomime become so popular so quickly? Why was it perceived as
culturally threatening and socially destabilizing? O’Brien finds that pantomime’s socially subversive
commentary cut through the dampened spirit of debate created by Robert Walpole's one-party rule. At the
same time, pantomime appealed to the abstracted taste of the mass audience. Its extraordinary popularity
underscores the continuing centrality of live performance in a culture that is most typically seen as having
shifted its attention to the written text?in particular, to the novel.

Written in a lively style rich with anecdotes, Harlequin Britain establishes the emergence of eighteenth-
century English pantomime, with its promiscuous blending of genres and subjects, as a key moment in the
development of modern entertainment culture.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Henderson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Harlequin Britain: Pantomime
and Entertainment, 1690-1760 book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Gary Simms:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Harlequin
Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760is the main
of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Shawn Young:

The reason? Because this Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Doris Blair:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 offer you a new



experience in looking at a book.
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