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Read Owen Chase's memoir which inspired Moby-Dick and In the Heart of the Sea, the major motion
picture from Ron Howard, released December 2015.

Owen Chase was the first mate on the ill-fated American whaling ship Essex, which was attacked and sunk
by a sperm whale in the southern Pacific Ocean in 1820. The crew spent months at sea in leaking boats and
endured the blazing sun, attacks by killer whales, and lack of food. The men were forced to resort to
cannibalism before the final eight survivors were rescued. Herman Melville based his 1851 novel, Moby-
Dick, on the sinking.

Chase recorded the tale of the ship's sinking and the following events with harrowing clarity in the Wreck of
the Whale Ship Essex.

"I turned around and saw him about one hundred rods [500 m or 550 yards] directly ahead of us, coming
down with twice his ordinary speed of around 24 knots (44 km/h), and it appeared with tenfold fury and
vengeance in his aspect. The surf flew in all directions about him with the continual violent thrashing of his
tail. His head about half out of the water, and in that way he came upon us, and again struck the ship." -
Owen Chase.

Filled with art, photographs, maps, and artifacts, this is a richly illustrated edition of Chase's memoir,
augmented with memoirs of other participants, as well as the perspectives of historians, contemporary and
modern.

"If you are interested in a coffee-table book which covers the importance of the whaling industry and the
wreck that influenced Herman Melville to write the American classic Moby-Dick, then get the Complete
Illustrated Edition: Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex." - William Connery, Author of Civil War Northern
Virginia 1861
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

The book Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and
Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Wreck of the
Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That
Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open
and read a guide Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and
Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Eric Alaniz:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The
Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's
Moby-Dick seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The
Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's
Moby-Dick is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing
Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick. You never really feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Roy Matsumoto:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The
Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick as your daily resource
information.



Martina Lassiter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex: The
Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That Inspired Herman Melville's
Moby-Dick guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Wreck of the
Whale Ship Essex: The Complete Illustrated Edition: The Extraordinary and Distressing Memoir That
Inspired Herman Melville's Moby-Dick as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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