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The religious persecution and intellectual intolerance of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries compelled
many heterodox groups and thinkers to resort to misdirection, hidden meaning, secrecy, and deceit. In this
highly unusual interpretation, Perez Zagorin traces the theory and practice of religious leaders, philosophers,
intellectuals, and men of letters who used deception to cloak dissident beliefs.

Zagorin surveys some of the chief sources of early modern doctrines of dissimulation in the Bible and the
works of theologians from Jerome and Augustine to Erasmus, Luther, and Calvin. Subjects covered include
Nicodemism, the name given by Calvin to secret Protestants who concealed their faith behind a facade of
conformity to Catholic worship; crypto-Judaism in Spain; and the hidden beliefs of English Catholics. Other
topics include the Catholic doctrine of mental reservation; the place of dissimulation in English Protestant
casuistry; occultism; and dissimulation of religious unbelief among philosophers and men of letters. In
charting the widespread phenomenon of lying and deceit and by exploring its evolutions, Perez Zagorin has
made an important contribution to the historiography of an intellectually roiling and perilous time. He adds a
vital dimension to our understanding of the religious, intellectual, and cultural history of the epoch before the
modern. Lacey Baldwin Smith finds this hook “an impressive and scholarly work of cultural synthesis that
coins a fresh label for the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: the age of dissimulation. Zagorin’s efforts to
compare and contrast Catholic and Protestant styles of dissimulation and Nicodemism are important, casting
a new perspective and focus on the religious and intellectual dissent of the era.”
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Ways of Lying: Dissimulation, Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern
Europe.

Richard Nix:

Here thing why this particular Ways of Lying: Dissimulation, Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern
Europe are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ways of Lying: Dissimulation,
Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern Europe giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Ways of Lying: Dissimulation,
Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern Europe. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Ways of Lying: Dissimulation,
Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern Europe in e-book can be your choice.

Willie Dominguez:

The particular book Ways of Lying: Dissimulation, Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern Europe
will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Ways of Lying:
Dissimulation, Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern Europe is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

David Gilbert:

The reason? Because this Ways of Lying: Dissimulation, Persecution and Conformity in Early Modern
Europe is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will



go to the publication store hurriedly.
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