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Computers have dramatically altered life in the late twentieth century. Today we can draw on worldwide
computer links, speeding up communications by radio, newspapers, and television. Ideas fly back and forth
and circle the globe at the speed of electricity. And just around the corner lurks full-blown virtual reality, in
which we will be able to immerse ourselves in a computer simulation not only of the actual physical world,
but of any imagined world. As we begin to move in and out of a computer-generated world, Michael Heim
asks, how will the way we perceive our world change?
In The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality, Heim considers this and other philosophical issues of the Information
Age. With an eye for the dark as well as the bright side of computer technology, he explores the logical and
historical origins of our computer-generated world and speculates about the future direction of our
computerized lives. He discusses such topics as the effect of word-processing on the English language (while
word-processors have led to increased productivity, they have also led to physical hazards such as repetitive
motion syndrome, which causes inflamed hand and arm tendons). Heim looks into the new kind of literacy
promised by Hypertext (technology which allows the user to link audio and video elements, the
disadvantages including disorientation and cognitive overload). And he also probes the notion of virtual
reality, "cyberspace"--the computer-simulated environments that have captured the popular imagination and
may ultimately change the way we define reality itself. Just as the definition of interface itself has evolved
from the actual adapter plug used to connect electronic circuits into human entry into a self-contained
cyberspace, so too will the notion of reality change with the current technological drive. Like the
introduction of the automobile, the advent of virtual reality will change the whole context in which our
knowledge and awareness of life are rooted. And along the way, Heim covers such intriguing topics as how
computers have altered our thought habits, how we will be able to distinguish virtual from real reality, and
the appearance of virtual reality in popular culture (as in Star Trek's holodeck, William Gibson's
Neuromancer, and Stephen King's Lawnmower Man).
Vividly and entertainingly written, The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality opens a window on a fascinating
world that promises--or threatens--to become an integral part of everyday life in the 21st century. As Heim
writes, not only do we face a breakthrough in the technology of computer interface, but we face the
challenge of knowing ourselves and determining how the technology should develop and ultimately affect
the society in which it grows.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Root:

The feeling that you get from The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality
instantly.

Stephanie Matias:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Metaphysics of
Virtual Reality which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Lorri Nicholson:

You may get this The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through
e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Jessie Loudermilk:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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