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Political and religious turmoil in the late 1800s plagued the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
its leaders. As Utah statehood loomed, Congress aggressively moved against Mormons who engaged in
polygamy. More than a thousand men were jailed and others were forced into hiding. One of those who went
into hiding in 1879 was Wilford Woodruff, who became church president in 1887. Woodruff sought
sanctuary with the family of William and Rachel Atkin and others throughout the 1880s. This never-before-
published collection of Woodruff's letters to the Atkins, edited by Reid L. Neilson, reveals the church
leader's political and spiritual conflicts in the five years leading up to his 1890 Manifesto, which officially
disallowed polygamy.

Woodruff's nearly 60 letters reproduced here depict a man "in the midst of a whirlpool." The church leader
believed he and his people were being denied the basic American right to practice the religion of their
choice, yet he recognized that polygamy was incompatible with American society. The letters also reveal
Woodruff's humanity—his longing to be with friends, his sorrow over the loss of his first wife, and his
struggle with illness.

Essays by Neilson, Jan Shipps, and Thomas G. Alexander provide context for
Woodruff's writing. Neilson discusses the Atkins' family life, Alexander offers a history of plural marriage
among Mormons, and Shipps analyzes the impact of the Manifesto on Mormon women and men. Nearly 20
images further flesh out the correspondence and its depiction of Mormon people—who were then, like
Woodruff, in the midst of change.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name In the
Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William Atkin Family, 1885-
1890 suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled In the
Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William Atkin Family, 1885-
1890is the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Ward Bishop:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping In the Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto
Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William Atkin Family, 1885-1890 that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
In the Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William Atkin Family,
1885-1890 become your current starter.

James McDonald:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this In the Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto
Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William Atkin Family, 1885-1890 publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still uncertainty In the Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto Letters of President Wilford Woodruff
to the William Atkin Family, 1885-1890 as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Ross Turner:

The book untitled In the Whirlpool: The Pre-Manifesto Letters of President Wilford Woodruff to the William
Atkin Family, 1885-1890 contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy



approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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