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Adapting a verse from the Epistle of James —"doers of the word"— nineteenth-century black women
activists Sojourner Truth, Jarena Lee, and Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, among others, travelled throughout
the Northeastern, Mid-Atlantic, and Midwestern regions of the United States. They preached, lectured, and
wrote on issues of religious evangelicism, abolition, racial uplift, moral reform, temperance, and women's
rights, thereby defining themselves as public intellectuals. 

In situating these women within the emerging African-American urban communities of the free North, Doers
of the Word provides an important counterweight to the vast scholarship on Southern slavery and argues that
black "Civil Rights movements" cannot be seen as a purely modern phenomenon. In particular, the book
examines the ways in which this Northern black population, despite its heterogeneity, came together and
established social organizations that would facilitate community empowerment; yet Peterson's analysis also
acknowledges, and seeks to explain, the highly complex relationship of black women to these institutions, a
relationship that rendered their stance as public intellectuals all the more bold and defiant.

Peterson begins her study in the 1830s, when a substantial body of oratory and writing by black women first
emerged, and traces the development of this writing through the shifting political climate up to the end of
Reconstruction. She builds her analyses upon Foucault's interdisciplinary model of discourse with an
explicitly feminist approach, drawing upon sermons, spiritual autobiographies, travel and slave narratives,
journalism, essays, poetry, speeches, and fiction. From these, Peterson is able to answer several key
questions. First, what empowered these women to act, to speak out, and to write? Why, and in what ways,
were they marginalized within both the African-American and larger American communities? Where did
they act, speak, and write from?
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

This "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this "Doers of the
Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this "Doers of the
Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michelle Wilson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North
(1830-1880), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Mac Cutter:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled "Doers of the Word": African-American Women
Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Frank Tye:

Why? Because this "Doers of the Word": African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North
(1830-1880) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all



write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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