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Introducing World Religions offers an exciting new approach to the study of the world's religions. Taking its
inspiration from performance studies and using an innovative dramatic metaphor, it enables students to
explore religious ideas and culture in terms of the players (key figures), the script (foundational texts) and
performance (religious practices). The discussion of key players treats human and non-human figures on the
world stage, including the principle (God, Dharma, Dao), imaginal figures (angels, baals, bodhisattvas),
exceptional persons (founders, prophets, gurus), and historical persons (significant players in the drama of
religions). The discussion of the foundational texts includes materials that balance or challenge mainstream
texts with an alternative perspective. The section on performance explores non-verbal religious activities
such as pilgrimage, icon painting, dance, divination, and meditation.

Those concerned with introducing "post-colonial" discourse to students without losing the classic category of
"the sacred" should find this textbook to be balanced and evocative. It presents workable concepts from the
camps of both "religionists" and "reductionists" and students are challenged to move between "inside" and
"outside" positions as they survey what have been called (controversially) "world religions".

Specially designed to assist learning it includes:

chapter timelines showing key persons, events and dates●

themed boxes to encourage methodological enquiry●

key-point chapter summaries to support understanding and review●

study questions to assist classroom discussion●

maps, charts and photographs●

glossary of key terms and concepts●

key reading, a comprehensive bibliography and index.●

Ideal for one-semester or modular introductory survey courses on the world's religions, Introducing World
Religions will be essential reading for any student of religions, worldwide. The accompanying website to this
book can be found at http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415772709.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

The book Introducing World Religions can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Introducing World Religions? Several of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Introducing World Religions has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cathy Duran:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Introducing World Religions
book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ernest Tate:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Introducing World Religions provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Mildred Shaw:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Introducing World Religions was filled about science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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