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The emergence of the automobile on the American scene represented many things—excitement, freedom,
progress-but also danger, death, and injury.

In this unique examination of America's changing cultural perceptions of the car, David Blanke tells how the
automobile pulled society in two contradictory emotional directions: exhilaration in personal mobility versus
anxiety over public safely. By investigating who owned cars, how they drove, and what kinds of accidents
occurred, he shows how Americans struggled to resolve this dilemma.

Drawing on extensive research into public safety studies, insurance records, and drivers' own stories, Hell on
Wheels is an unprecedented survey of the social, political, and cultural repercussions of auto accidents.
Blanke shows how the "automotive love affair" emerged as a powerful component of driving and explores
the growing tension between the allure of the open road and the risk of auto accidents. Along the way, he
considers a host of shared values that defined the automobile age, such as the romantic freedom of driving
and the common ownership of the nation's roadways. In exposing the critical choices between collective
safety and individual liberty, he recounts how Americans confronted the tensions between enforcing traffic
rules and preserving drivers' liberty.

In the days before mandatory drivers' education or licensing, people felt they were responsible but not
accountable to the law—with the result that, between 1900 and 1940, auto accidents claimed nearly 200,000
more American lives than World War II. Blanke describes how Americans understood and responded to the
new and dangerous personal freedoms unleashed by mass automobile use, examines their willingness to
accept restrictions on their right to drive, and demonstrates the resulting failure of efforts to significantly
reduce accidents. He then tells how fear of accident-prone drivers triggered safety reforms, improved road
and car design, bettered driver training, and brought about stricter law enforcement.

Since the dawn of the auto, more than 3.2 million Americans have been killed in car accidents, yet we still
thrill to the open road and feel constrained by highway speed limits. Hell on Wheels is a captivating study
that shows how this love affair remains a powerful force that affects how drivers define public risk and
personal safety in the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Goldie Oleary:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Hell
on Wheels: The Promise and Peril of America's Car Culture, 1900-1940 (Cultureamerica), you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Linda White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Hell on Wheels: The Promise and Peril of America's Car Culture, 1900-1940
(Cultureamerica) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Philip Brown:

The reason? Because this Hell on Wheels: The Promise and Peril of America's Car Culture, 1900-1940
(Cultureamerica) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christopher Gobert:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Hell on Wheels: The Promise and Peril of America's Car Culture, 1900-1940
(Cultureamerica) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
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