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Men generally dominated the study of the outdoors in the late eighteenth through the early twentieth
centuries. But there were women in the field, too. Marcia Myers Bonta gives biographies of twenty-five of
these women naturalists in this well-detailed study.

Bonta divides the women by the subject of their study: naturalists, botanists, entomologists, ornithologists,
and ecologists. She also describes a group of women that she considers pioneers, showing them in all their
individuality, as field persons, as professionals, and as friends with others in their field.

A handful were recognized experts. Agnes Chase was considered the best agrostologist in the world; Alice
Eastwood was made honorary president of the seventh International Botanical Congress in Sweden;
Elizabeth Gertrude Knight Britton was called the mother of bryology. In the 1950s conservationist Rachel
Carson became a well-known voice in the fight against pesticides, and in 1962 she published Silent Spring, a
chilling account of the effects of pesticides on people, wildlife, and the environment.

Others were less well known. Jane Colden did botanical work and drawing in the 1740s and 1750s, with the
support of her father. Martha Maxwell developed a new method of taxidermy in the 1860s, displaying
animals in their habitat. Kate Brandegee, of California, hid her identity from the established botanical
community in the East for many years, knowing they would look down on dissenting work done not only in
the West but by a woman.

This book provides insight and information about the history of American nature study as well as women's
roles in the natural sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women
Naturalists was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women Naturalists is not
only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Women in the Field:
America's Pioneering Women Naturalists. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Nicole Rockwood:

This book untitled Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women Naturalists to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Susan Demar:

The particular book Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women Naturalists has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after reading this article book.

William Rockwood:

The reason why? Because this Women in the Field: America's Pioneering Women Naturalists is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.
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