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Thomas Hankins and Robert Silverman investigate an array of instruments from the seventeenth through the
nineteenth century that seem at first to be marginal to science--magnetic clocks that were said to operate by
the movements of sunflower seeds, magic lanterns, ocular harpsichords (machines that played different
colored lights in harmonious mixtures), Aeolian harps (a form of wind chime), and other instruments of
"natural magic" designed to produce wondrous effects. By looking at these and the first recording
instruments, the stereoscope, and speaking machines, the authors show that "scientific instruments" first
made their appearance as devices used to evoke wonder in the beholder, as in works of magic and the theater.
The authors also demonstrate that these instruments, even though they were often "tricks," were seen by their
inventors as more than trickery. In the view of Athanasius Kircher, for instance, the sunflower clock was not
merely a hoax, but an effort to demonstrate, however fraudulently, his truly held belief that the ability of a
flower to follow the sun was due to the same cosmic magnetic influence as that which moved the planets and
caused the rotation of the earth. The marvels revealed in this work raise and answer questions about the
connections between natural science and natural magic, the meaning of demonstration, the role of language
and the senses in science, and the connections among art, music, literature, and natural science.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Instruments and the
Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ila Robinette:

The reserve untitled Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy
Library) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Dennis Jenkins:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Instruments and the Imagination
(Princeton Legacy Library) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Marvin Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Instruments
and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library).
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