
Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their
First Encounter

Roger Hart

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1421406063
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1421406063
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1421406063


Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First
Encounter

Roger Hart

Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter Roger Hart

Accounts of the seventeenth-century Jesuit Mission to China have often celebrated it as the great encounter
of two civilizations. The Jesuits portrayed themselves as wise men from the West who used mathematics and
science in service of their mission. Chinese literati-official Xu Guangqi (1562–1633), who collaborated with
the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552–1610) to translate Euclid’s Elements into Chinese, reportedly
recognized the superiority of Western mathematics and science and converted to Christianity. Most
narratives relegate Xu and the Chinese to subsidiary roles as the Jesuits' translators, followers, and converts.
Imagined Civilizations tells the story from the Chinese point of view.

Using Chinese primary sources, Roger Hart focuses in particular on Xu, who was in a position of
considerable power over Ricci. The result is a perspective startlingly different from that found in previous
studies. Hart analyzes Chinese mathematical treatises of the period, revealing that Xu and his collaborators
could not have believed their declaration of the superiority of Western mathematics. Imagined Civilizations
explains how Xu’s West served as a crucial resource. While the Jesuits claimed Xu as a convert, he
presented the Jesuits as men from afar who had traveled from the West to China to serve the emperor.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

In other case, little persons like to read book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First
Encounter. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter. You can
add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Teresa Raap:

The book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First
Encounter has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joel Barnhardt:

The particular book Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Darlene Beaudoin:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Imagined Civilizations: China, the West, and Their First Encounter can make you
sense more interested to read.
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