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This clearly written and deeply informed book explores the nature and meaning of work in early modern
France. Distinguished historian James R. Farr considers the relationship between material life—specifically
the work activities of both men and women—and the culture in which these activities were embedded. This
culture, he argues, helped shape the nature of work, invested it with meaning, and fashioned the identities of
people across the social spectrum.

Farr vividly traces the daily lives of peasants, common laborers, domestic servants, prostitutes, street
vendors, craftsmen and -women, merchants, men of the law, medical practitioners, and government officials.
Work was recognized and valued as a means to earn a living, but it held a greater significance as a cultural
marker of honor, identity, and status. Constants and continuities in work activities and their cultural aspects
shared space with changes that were so profound and sweeping that France would be forever transformed.
The author focuses on three salient, interconnected, and at times conflicting developments: the extension and
integration of the market economy, the growth of the state's functions and governing apparatus, and the
intensification of social hierarchy.

Presenting a unified and compelling argument about the role of labor in society, Farr addresses a complex set
of questions and succeeds masterfully at answering them. With its stylish writing and clear themes, this book
will find a broad audience among students and scholars of early modern Europe, French history, economics,
gender studies, anthropology, and labor studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alysha Johnson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Work of France:
Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International History)
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Molly Marquis:

This book untitled The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical
Issues in World and International History) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Cheri Tow:

The actual book The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues
in World and International History) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Work of France: Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in
World and International History) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeffrey Channell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Work of France:
Labor and Culture in Early Modern Times, 1350-1800 (Critical Issues in World and International History).
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