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In this tragic and powerful story, the two Opium Wars of 1839–1842 and 1856–1860 between Britain and
China are recounted for the first time through the eyes of the Chinese as well as the Imperial West. Opium
entered China during the Middle Ages when Arab traders brought it into China for medicinal purposes. As it
took hold as a recreational drug, opium wrought havoc on Chinese society. By the early nineteenth century,
90 percent of the Emperor's court and the majority of the army were opium addicts.

Britain was also a nation addicted-to tea, grown in China, and paid for with profits made from the opium
trade. When China tried to ban the use of the drug and bar its Western smugglers from it gates, England
decided to fight to keep open China's ports for its importation. England, the superpower of its time, managed
to do so in two wars, resulting in a drug-induced devastation of the Chinese people that would last 150 years.

In this page-turning, dramatic and colorful history, The Opium Wars responds to past, biased Western
accounts by representing the neglected Chinese version of the story and showing how the wars stand as one
of the monumental clashes between the cultures of East and West.

"A fine popular account."-Publishers Weekly

"Their account of the causes, military campaigns and tragic effects of these wars is absorbing, frequently
macabre and deeply unsettling."-Booklist
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

This book untitled The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

James Ray:

The actual book The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another will bring
you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One
Empire and the Corruption of Another is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Dan Morris:

The book untitled The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice read.

Sally McGarvey:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire
and the Corruption of Another as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the
Corruption of Another to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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