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"Pioneering Americans of the nineteenth century did not merely rush for gold, lust for land, and thrust aside
the West's original inhabitants. These mountain men, cowboys, homesteaders, and cavalry troopers played
nearly as hard as they worked, exploiting to the hilt what little leisure they could steal from their labors. Nor
did they only carouse-drink, gamble, and womanize-as the West's fiction might suggest. They were
spectators at bull and bear fights in California; actors in amateur theatricals in Army garrisons; and
participants in communal barn raisings and quilting bees on the prairie. This is a delightful look at a very
neglected aspect of the story of westering Americans."-Richard H. Dillon, author of Meriwether Lewis,
Fool's Gold, and The Legend of Grizzly Adams. "The men on Lewis and Clark's 1804 expedition square-
danced to fiddle music. Cowboys' leisure pursuits included singing, storytelling, dominoes, reading, and foot
races. U.S. Army soldiers played the newfangled game of baseball and even enjoyed debating and attending
concerts. Dary's irresistible narrative recreates card games on Mississippi steamboats, New Orleans balls,
frontier campfires and cafe-theatres, Santa Fe saloons, and Wyoming bicycle clubs and mineral spas, and it
charts the emergence of a middle class that came to disapprove of prostitution, gambling, drinking, bear-
baiting, and buffalo-hunting. An engaging chronicle."-Publishers Weekly. "As David Dary proves in this
pleasurable book, the Old West was not all trouble and toil. Much is to be learned here-from mountain men
and Indians to cowboys and homesteaders-about how to have fun, no matter the circumstances."-Dee Brown,
author of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee. "This lively and good-humored narrative takes the reader on a
journey to a time before pleasure ruled lives, a time when fun was where you found it and was what you did
when you had time."-Dallas Morning News. "This delightful volume describes activities ranging from the
simple and the homespun to the bawdy and elaborate."-Booklist. "A treasury of the colorful characters who
spent their brief hour on that wild and woolly stage."-Kansas City Star.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Rivera:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Seeking Pleasure in the Old West it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Paul Frazier:

This Seeking Pleasure in the Old West is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Seeking Pleasure in the Old West can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Amy Zambrano:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This e-book Seeking Pleasure in the Old West was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Steven Burley:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is identified as of book Seeking Pleasure in the Old West. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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