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In Basic Social Policy and Planning, Burch presents a generic process for professional intervention and
social work leadership that is required of those who desire to achieve improvements in the lives of those they
serve. Burch developed this text and guide so that even persons with no prior formal training in social
planning can apply these principles in their practices. Because few social workers are content with simply
repairing the damages caused by inequities, inadequacies, and injustices in society, Basic Social Policy and
Planning offers a usable set of guidelines on how to change lives for the better, in small and occasionally
large ways, from within any setting--agency, community, and public policy.Social workers, nurses, teachers,
and other human service professionals spend their lives relating to the social and emotional needs and
problems of people. Burch converts sophisticated policy and planning concepts and techniques into a form
which experts and non-experts can understand, relate to, and apply in their practices. He supplies these
workers with approaches, methods, models, ways of thinking, and techniques for planning. He covers:

VIBES (Values, Interests, Beliefs, Ethics, and Slants): Understanding where you and others are coming●

from and toward what destination you and they are heading
Systems theories and worldviews: Understanding how these affect planning●

Logical analysis of all ways of thinking--scientific and experiential, bounded and nonbounded●

Different approaches to planning--comprehensive rational analysis; disjointed incrementalism and●

satisficing; mixed scanning; strategic, decentralized, contingency, transactional, and advocacy planning
Global, strategic, tactical, and project management levels of planning●

Needs assessment and participation of those who will be affected●

Quantitative and economic planning approaches: Understanding basic ideology and assumptions●

Quantitative and economic approaches--measurement, pricing, cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit analysis,●

decision analysisWhen used as a text, the first priority of this book is to give BSW and MSW students the
training which they will need and want later in their careers. This training is consistent with Council on
Social Work Education’s required BSW/MSW foundation courses as well as advance practice courses in
most programs. When used as a guidebook for the many practitioners who have learned, since graduation,
that they need more skill in setting and achieving policy, agency, and community goals than they learned in
school, Basic Social Policy and Planning can enhance the “left brain” in social workers, who as a group
tend to be stronger in the “right brain” direction with chapters that walk the reader step-by-step through a
generic rational planning model and tell why, whom, when, and how to involve others in planning. Because
the substance of the book is rooted in advance interdisciplinary planning theory and practice, this book is
just what the doctor ordered for a doctoral first course in policy and planning--it provides the “hard”
background in planning for professors of policy and macro practice. It is also highly appropriate for new
PhDs who are assigned to teach such courses with limited background with its chapters on foundations of
policy and planning, various approaches to planning, and quantitative techniques related to costs, benefits,
and uncertainties in planning.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

The book Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jessica Sarmiento:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice
Methods has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Basic
Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods. You never feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Thomas Gonzalez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and
Practice Methods is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Lorraine Vargas:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book Basic Social Policy and Planning: Strategies and Practice Methods it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this



book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.
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