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In Stradivari’s Genius, Toby Faber charted the fascinating course of some of the world’s most prized
musical instruments. Now, in this enthralling new book, he tells the story of objects that are, to many, the
pinnacle of the jeweler’s art: the Fabergé imperial eggs.

The Easter presents that Russia’s last two czars gave to their czarinas have become synonymous with
privilege, beauty, and an almost provocative uselessness. They are perhaps the most redolent symbols of the
old empire’s phenomenal craftsmanship, of the decadence of its court, and of the upheavals that brought
about its inevitable downfall. Fabergé’s Eggs is the first book to recount the remarkable story of these
masterpieces, taking us from the circumstances that inspired each egg’s design, through their disappearance
in the trauma of revolution, to their eventual reemergence in the global marketplace.

In 1885, Carl Fabergé created a seemingly plain white egg for Czar Alexander III to give to his beloved wife,
Marie Fedorovna. It was the surprises hidden inside that made it special: a diamond miniature of the Imperial
crown and a ruby pendant. This gift began a tradition that would last for more than three decades: lavishly
extravagant eggs commemorating public events that, in retrospect, seem little more than staging posts on the
march to revolution. Above all, the eggs illustrate the attitudes that would ultimately lead to the downfall of
the Romanovs: their apparent indifference to the poverty that choked their country, their preference for style
over substance, and, during the reign of Nicholas II, their all-consuming concern with the health of the
czarevitch Alexis, the sickly heir to the throne–a preoccupation that would propel them toward Rasputin and
the doom of the dynasty.

More than a superb new account of a classic tragedy, Fabergé’s Eggs illuminates some fascinating aspects of
twentieth-century history. The eggs’ amazing journey from revolutionary Russia features a cast of characters
including embattled Bolsheviks, acquisitive British royals, eccentric artifact salesmen, and such famous
business and society figures as Arm and Hammer, Marjorie Merriweather Post, and Malcolm Forbes.
Finally, Toby Faber tantalizingly suggests that some of the eggs long thought lost may eventually emerge.

Darting from the palaces of a besieged Russia to the showcases of New York’s modern mega-wealthy,
Fabergé’s Eggs weaves a story unparalleled in its drama and extravagance.

Praise for Stradivari’s Genius

“Fascinating . . . lively . . . more enthralling, earthy and illuminating than any fiction could be.”
–The New York Times Book Review

“A celebration of six instruments and the master craftsman who made them . . . [Faber] brings to the subject
an infectious fascination with Stradivari’s life and trade. . . . He writes with clarity and fluency.”
–Chicago Tribune

“An extraordinary accomplishment and a compelling read. Like strange totems that cast an irresistible spell,
these instruments bring out the best and the worst of those who would own them, and Faber deftly tells the



stories in all their rich and surprising detail.”
–Thad Carhart, author of The Piano Shop on the Left Bank

“A worthy contribution to the ongoing legend of Stradivari.”
–Minneapolis Star Tribune

“Fascinating, accessible, and enjoyable.”
–Tracy Chevalier, author of Girl with a Pearl Earring
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary
Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire as good book not only
by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Andrew Fogarty:

Beside that Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That
Outlived an Empire because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times
have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

Pamela Rhodes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the
Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Isaac Lewis:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year.
As we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived
an Empire we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life by this book Faberge's Eggs: The Extraordinary Story of the Masterpieces That Outlived an Empire.
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