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Chicago’s first skyscrapers are famous for projecting the city’s modernity around the world. But what did
they mean at home, to the Chicagoans who designed and built them, worked inside their walls, and gazed up
at their façades? Answering this multifaceted question, Chicago 1890 reveals that early skyscrapers offered
hotly debated solutions to the city’s toughest problems and, in the process, fostered an urban culture that
spread across the country.

            An ambitious reinterpretation of the works of Louis Sullivan, Daniel Burnham, and John Wellborn
Root, this volume uses their towering achievements as a lens through which to view late nineteenth-century
urban history. Joanna Merwood-Salisbury sheds new light on many of Chicago’s defining events—including
violent building trade strikes, the Haymarket bombing, the World’s Columbian Exposition, and Burnham’s
Plan of Chicago—by situating the Masonic Temple, the Monadnock Building, and the Reliance Building at
the center of the city’s cultural and political crosscurrents.

            While architects and property owners saw these pioneering structures as manifestations of a robust
American identity, immigrant laborers and social reformers viewed them as symbols of capitalism’s inequity.
Illuminated by rich material from the period’s popular press and professional journals, Merwood-Salisbury’s
chronicle of this contentious history reveals that the skyscraper’s vaunted status was never as inevitable as
today’s skylines suggest.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Chicago 1890: The Skyscraper and the Modern City (Chicago
Architecture and Urbanism) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Thomas Tritt:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Chicago 1890: The Skyscraper and the Modern City (Chicago Architecture
and Urbanism) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Thomas Kelly:

You can obtain this Chicago 1890: The Skyscraper and the Modern City (Chicago Architecture and
Urbanism) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Sam Dickson:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Chicago 1890: The Skyscraper and the Modern City (Chicago Architecture and Urbanism)
we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life by this book Chicago 1890: The Skyscraper and the Modern City (Chicago Architecture and Urbanism).
You can more attractive than now.
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