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Told here for the first time in vivid detail is the story of the defenders of Wake Island following their
surrender to the Japanese on December 23, 1941. The highly regarded military historian Gregory Urwin
spent decades researching what happened and now offers a revealing look at the U.S. Marines, sailors,
soldiers, and civilian volunteers in captivity. In addition to exhaustive archival research, he interviewed
dozens of POWs and even some of their Japanese captors. He also had access to diaries secretly kept by the
prisoners. This information has allowed Urwin to provide a nuanced look at the Japanese guards and how the
Americans survived three-and-a-half years in captivity and emerged with a much lower death rate than most
other Allies captured in the Pacific.

In part, Urwin says, the answer lies in the Wake Islanders' establishment of life-saving communities that kept
their dignity intact. Their mutual-help networks encouraged those who faltered under the physical and
psychological torture, including what is today called water boarding. The book notes that the Japanese camp
official responsible for that war crime was sentenced to life imprisonment by an American military tribunal.
Most spent the war at a camp just outside Shanghai, one of the few places where Japanese authorities
permitted the Red Cross to aid prisoners of war. The author also calls attention to the generosity of civilians
in Shanghai, including Swiss diplomats and the American and British residents of the fabled International
Settlement, who provided food and clothing to the prisoners. In addition, some of the guards proved to be
less vicious than those stationed at other POW camps and occasionally went out of their way to aid the men.
As the first historical work to fully explore the captivity of Wake Island's defenders, the book offers
information not found in other World War II histories
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Victory in Defeat: The Wake Island
Defenders in Captivity, 1941-1945 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Nora Mickey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Victory in Defeat: The Wake Island
Defenders in Captivity, 1941-1945 book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

David Ruby:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Victory in Defeat: The Wake Island Defenders in Captivity, 1941-1945.

Joyce Francois:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Victory in Defeat: The Wake Island Defenders in
Captivity, 1941-1945 to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the book Victory in Defeat: The Wake Island Defenders in Captivity, 1941-1945 can
to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the
time.
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