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This highly topical book is a concise and accessible account of the relationship between technology and
work. Firstly, it reviews and critically assesses a variety of recent approaches to the social and cultural
dimensions of technology. Secondly, it examines the implications of these new approaches for existing ideas
about the nature of technology and work organization.

At the core of much thinking about technology is the assumption that the technical character and capacity of
artefacts is given. The enduring image of deus ex machina captures the idea that it is the essential capacity
'within' a technology which, in the end, accounts for the way we organize ourselves, our work and other life
experiences. Recent work in the sociology of technology, by contrast, sets out relativist and constructivist
accounts of technology, which begin to challenge this central assumption.

The Machine at Work includes a reinterpretation of the Luddites; a review of the social processes of
development in information technology; a reassessment of theories of the role of technology in work; and an
analysis of the common limitations of some constructivist and feminist perspectives on technology. The book
argues that only a commitment to a particular conception of constructivism enables the kind of radical
rethinking about technology and work relations that is needed.

This engaging and informative text will be of interest to students in a range of subject areas - from sociology,
organizational theory and behaviour, to industrial relations, management and business studies.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Machine at Work:
Technology, Work and Organization which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Andrew Schulz:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Micah Best:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and
Organization was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Machine at
Work: Technology, Work and Organization has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Patricia Briggs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Machine at Work: Technology,
Work and Organization.
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