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Drawing on war propaganda, popular advertising, voluminous government records, and hundreds of letters
and other accounts written by women in the 1940s, Melissa A. McEuen examines how extensively women’s
bodies and minds became “battlegrounds” in the U.S. fight for victory in World War II.

Women were led to believe that the nation’s success depended on their efforts?not just on factory floors, but
at their dressing tables, bathroom sinks, and laundry rooms. They were to fill their arsenals with lipstick, nail
polish, creams, and cleansers in their battles to meet the standards of ideal womanhood touted in magazines,
newspapers, billboards, posters, pamphlets and in the rapidly expanding pinup genre. Scrutinized and
sexualized in new ways, women understood that their faces, clothes, and comportment would indicate how
seriously they took their responsibilities as citizens. McEuen also shows that the wartime rhetoric of
freedom, democracy, and postwar opportunity coexisted uneasily with the realities of a racially stratified
society. The context of war created and reinforced whiteness, and McEuen explores how African Americans
grappled with whiteness as representing the true American identity.

Using perspectives of cultural studies and feminist theory, Making War, Making Women offers a broad look
at how women on the American home front grappled with a political culture that used their bodies in service
of the war effort.
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From reader reviews:

April Young:

The reserve untitled Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front,
1941-1945 is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Making War,
Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Gary Lopez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Making War, Making Women: Femininity
and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 as good book
but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Henderson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home
Front, 1941-1945 can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.

Stacie Schneider:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Making War, Making Women: Femininity and
Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Making War, Making Women:
Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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