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Before the First Opium War (1839–1842), China had control over the terms of its relationship with Western
powers, refusing to grant foreigners extraterritorial privileges or sign international treaties fully recognizing
their political status. This dynamic has been largely overlooked in prior studies that emphasize China's
semicolonial vulnerability after the First Opium War, but it has important implications for the attitudes and
policies that have dominated Sino-Western relations over the past three centuries.

Li Chen draws a richly textured portrait of Sino-Western relations during the century before 1843. Focusing
on the role of law in Sino-Western encounters, Chen brings fresh insight to the legal disputes, cultural
borrowings, and heated negotiations over imperial interests and sovereignty that profoundly shaped Sino-
Western conduct in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Western empires endured numerous
contradictions, humiliations, and anxieties while maintaining a profitable relationship with the Chinese. This
book captures the cultural impact of the ever-shifting balance of economic and political power on the self-
imagination of Euroamerican and Chinese actors in their contact zones and beyond. In a narrative populated
with Manchu governors, Dutch merchants, American missionaries, Russian Sinologists, French philosophers,
Portuguese settlers, and British politicians, Chen investigates the forces that created, contested, and
normalized imperial ideology, national sovereignty, cultural tradition, and international order in a critical era.
His findings contribute to recent debates on liberalism, humanism, sentimental imperialism, Orientalism,
international law, and identity politics.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice,
and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) to read.

Dorothy Bernstein:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and
Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Tyler Woodley:

This Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and
Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can be one of
several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute, Columbia University) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Sharon Lopez:

The reason why? Because this Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural
Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.



Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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