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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE SEATTLE TIMES

This groundbreaking dual biography brings to life a pioneering English feminist and the daughter she never
knew. Mary Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley have each been the subject of numerous biographies, yet no
one has ever examined their lives in one book—until now. In Romantic Outlaws, Charlotte Gordon reunites
the trailblazing author who wrote A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and the Romantic visionary who
gave the world Frankenstein—two courageous women who should have shared their lives, but instead shared
a powerful literary and feminist legacy.
 
In 1797, less than two weeks after giving birth to her second daughter, Mary Wollstonecraft died, and a
remarkable life spent pushing against the boundaries of society’s expectations for women came to an end.
But another was just beginning. Wollstonecraft’s daughter Mary was to follow a similarly audacious path.
Both women had passionate relationships with several men, bore children out of wedlock, and chose to live
in exile outside their native country. Each in her own time fought against the injustices women faced and
wrote books that changed literary history.
 
The private lives of both Marys were nothing less than the stuff of great Romantic drama, providing fabulous
material for Charlotte Gordon, an accomplished historian and a gifted storyteller. Taking readers on a vivid
journey across revolutionary France and Victorian England, she seamlessly interweaves the lives of her two
protagonists in alternating chapters, creating a book that reads like a richly textured historical novel. Gordon
also paints unforgettable portraits of the men in their lives, including the mercurial genius Percy Shelley, the
unbridled libertine Lord Byron, and the brilliant radical William Godwin.
 
“Brave, passionate, and visionary, they broke almost every rule there was to break,” Gordon writes of
Wollstonecraft and Shelley. A truly revelatory biography, Romantic Outlaws reveals the defiant, creative
lives of this daring mother-daughter pair who refused to be confined by the rigid conventions of their era.

Praise for Romantic Outlaws
 
“[An] impassioned dual biography . . . Gordon, alternating between the two chapter by chapter, binds their
lives into a fascinating whole. She shows, in vivid detail, how mother influenced daughter, and how the
daughter’s struggles mirrored the mother’s.”—The Boston Globe
 
“Written with the galloping pace of a skilled novel peopled with fascinating characters . . . these women live
on in its pages. . . . Thorough and irresistible.”—The Seattle Times
 
“Gordon unfolds the two stories in tandem, deftly balancing the gossipy aspects of her subjects’ lives with
their serious intellectual concerns.”—The New Yorker
 
“[A] thoughtful, intelligent and deeply felt book . . . Gordon has written a book about two women, a mother



and her daughter, who changed not only the way we think, but the way we are.”—The Sunday Times
(London)
 
“A most welcome deeper take on the women who scandalized Victorian England—and whose stories
continue to resonate today.”—Vogue
 
“By linking these two lives, Ms. Gordon’s biography stretches over a fascinating era in history, characterized
by great flux in political and cultural thinking and involving some of the main figures in English literary and
philosophical history.”—The Wall Street Journal
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From reader reviews:

Malissa Conlin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft and Her Daughter Mary Shelley?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

James Hill:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary
Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft and Her Daughter Mary Shelley will make you to be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Annie Fowler:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft
and Her Daughter Mary Shelley book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of
Mary Wollstonecraft and Her Daughter Mary Shelley content conveys objective easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft and Her
Daughter Mary Shelley is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Patty Scheuerman:

This Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft and Her Daughter Mary Shelley is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Romantic Outlaws: The Extraordinary Lives of Mary Wollstonecraft



and Her Daughter Mary Shelley in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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