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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott argues that two historical
revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and
brought a system of sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Second,
ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to colonial empires around 1960,
spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about
legitimate political authority profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising social power upon the elites
who could bring about new international constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance,
arrived at Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on behalf of the
sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable remains of a unified medieval
Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival
superpowers pressured European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new theoretical and historical depth to
the study of international relations, Philpott demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other
forms of material power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be organized
into a system of sovereign states.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Revolutions in Sovereignty:
How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations. is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Melanie Archer:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations..

Richard Hunt:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations. we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations.. You can more
desirable than now.

Mary Peterson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped
Modern International Relations. to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas
Shaped Modern International Relations. can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and



confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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