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Much current theorizing about literature involves efforts to renew our sense of aesthetic values in reading.
Such is the case with new formalism as well as recent appeals to the notion of “surface reading.” While
sympathetic to these efforts, Charles Altieri believes they ultimately fall short because too often they fail to
account for the values that engage literary texts in the social world. In Reckoning with the Imagination,
Altieri argues for a reconsideration of the Kantian tradition of Idealist ethics, which he believes can restore
much of the power of the arguments for the role of aesthetics in art. Altieri finds a perspective for that
restoration in a reading of Wittgenstein’s later work that stresses Wittgenstein’s parallel criticisms of the
spirit of empiricism.

Altieri begins by offering a phenomenology of imagination, because we cannot fully honor art if we do not
link it to a distinctive, socially productive force. That force emerges in two quite different but equally
powerful realizations in his reading of John Ashbery’s “Instruction Manual,” which explicitly establishes a
model for a postromantic view of imagination, and William Butler Yeats’s “Leda and the Swan.” He then
turns to Wittgenstein with chapters on the role of display as critique of Enlightenment thinking, the honoring
of qualities like sensitivity and the ability to attune to the actions of others, the role of expression in the
building of models, and the contrast between ethical and confessional modes of judgment. Finally, Altieri
produces his own model of aesthetic experience as participatory valuation and makes an extended argument
for the social significance of appreciation as a way to escape the patterns of resentment fundamental to our
current mode of politics.

A masterful work by one of our foremost literary and philosophical theorists, Reckoning with the
Imagination will breathe new life into ongoing debates over the value of aesthetic experience.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Reckoning with the Imagination: Wittgenstein and
the Aesthetics of Literary Experience.

Toni Styer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Reckoning
with the Imagination: Wittgenstein and the Aesthetics of Literary Experience? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jerry Lyon:

The ability that you get from Reckoning with the Imagination: Wittgenstein and the Aesthetics of Literary
Experience is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Reckoning with the
Imagination: Wittgenstein and the Aesthetics of Literary Experience giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that Reckoning with the Imagination: Wittgenstein and the Aesthetics of
Literary Experience instantly.

Alexander Goodman:

The reason? Because this Reckoning with the Imagination: Wittgenstein and the Aesthetics of Literary
Experience is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I



will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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