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You either love it or hate it, but nothing says New York like the street grid of Manhattan. Created in 1811 by
a three-man commission featuring headstrong Founding Father Gouverneur Morris, the plan called for a
dozen parallel avenues crossing at right angles with many dozens of parallel streets in an unbroken grid.
Hills and valleys, streams and ponds, forests and swamps were invisible to the grid; so too were country
villages, roads, farms, and estates and generations of property lines. All would disappear as the crosshatch
fabric of the grid overspread the island: a heavy greatcoat on the land, the dense undergarment of the future
city.

No other grid in Western civilization was so large and uniform as the one ordained in 1811. Not without
reason. When the grid plan was announced, New York was just under two hundred years old, an overgrown
town at the southern tip of Manhattan, a notorious jumble of streets laid at the whim of landowners. To bring
order beyond the chaos—and good real estate to market—the street planning commission came up with a
monolithic grid for the rest of the island. Mannahatta—the native "island of hills"—became a place of
rectangles, in thousands of blocks on the flattened landscape, and many more thousands of right-angled
buildings rising in vertical mimicry.

The Manhattan grid has been called "a disaster" of urban planning and "the most courageous act of
prediction in Western civilization." However one feels about it, the most famous urban design of a living city
defines its daily life. This is its story.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
City on a Grid: How New York Became New York.

David Miller:

The e-book with title City on a Grid: How New York Became New York contains a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Joseph Blackwell:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled City
on a Grid: How New York Became New York the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just
before. The City on a Grid: How New York Became New York giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Beth Johnson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually City on a Grid: How New York Became New York. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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