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Most studies of modern chemical warfare begin with World War I and the widespread use of poison gas by
both sides in the conflict. However, as Guy R. Hasegawa reveals in this fascinating study, numerous
chemical agents were proposed during the Civil War era. As combat commenced, Hasegawa shows, a few
forward-thinking chemists recognized the advantages of weaponizing the noxious, sometimes deadly aspects
of certain chemical concoctions. They and numerous ordinary citizens proposed a host of chemical weapons,
from liquid chlorine in artillery shells to cayenne pepper solution sprayed from fire engines. In chilling
detail, Hasegawa describes the potential weapons, the people behind the concepts, and the evolution of some
chemical weapon concepts into armaments employed in future wars. As he explains, bureaucrats in the war
departments of both armies either delayed or rejected outright most of these unusual weapons, viewing them
as unneeded or unworkable. Nevertheless, many of the proposed armaments presaged the widespread use of
chemical weapons in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Especially timely with today’s increased
chemical threats from terrorists and the alleged use of chemical agents in the Syrian Civil War, Villainous
Compounds: Chemical Weapons and the American Civil War expands the history of chemical warfare and
exposes a disturbing new facet of the Civil War. 

In chilling detail, Hasegawa describes the weapons proposed and prepared for use during the war and
introduces the people behind the concepts. Although many of the ideas for chemical weapons had a historical
precedent, most of the suggested agents were used in industry or medicine, and their toxicity was common
knowledge. Proponents, including a surprisingly high number of civilian physicians, suggested a wide
variety of potential chemical weapons—from liquid chlorine in artillery shells to cayenne pepper solution
sprayed from fire engines. Some weapons advocates expressed ethical qualms, while others were silent on
the matter or justified their suggestions as necessary under current circumstances.
 
As Hasegawa explains, bureaucrats in the war departments of both armies either delayed or rejected outright
most of these unusual weapons, viewing them as unneeded or unworkable. Nevertheless, many of the
proposed armaments presaged the widespread use of chemical weapons in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. For example, while Civil War munitions technology was not advanced enough to deliver poison
gas in artillery shells as some advocates suggested, the same idea saw extensive use during World War I.
Similarly, forms of an ancient incendiary weapon, Greek fire, were used sparingly during the Civil War and
appeared in later conflicts as napalm bombs and flamethrowers.
 
Especially timely with today’s increased chemical threats from terrorists and the alleged use of chemical
agents in the Syrian Civil War, Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons and the American Civil War
reveals the seldom-explored chemical side of Civil War armaments and illuminates an underappreciated
stage in the origins of modern chemical warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons and the American Civil
War book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer of Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons and the American Civil War
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Villainous Compounds:
Chemical Weapons and the American Civil War is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sharron Marty:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons
and the American Civil War is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Delores Keener:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons
and the American Civil War as the daily resource information.

Judith Bryant:

Typically the book Villainous Compounds: Chemical Weapons and the American Civil War will bring one
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Villainous Compounds: Chemical
Weapons and the American Civil War is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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