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President Dwight D. Eisenhower and his secretary of state, John Foster Dulles, deployed a tactic Chris Tudda
calls "rhetorical diplomacy"—sounding a belligerent note of anti-Communism in speeches, addresses, press
conferences, and private meetings with allies and with Moscow. Yet all the while, Tudda discloses, the two
were confidentially committed to a contradictory course—the establishment of a strong system of collective
security in Western Europe, peaceful accommodation of the Soviet Union, and the maintenance of a new,
albeit divided Germany.

Tudda explores the Eisenhower administration’s pursuit of these two mutually exclusive diplomatic
strategies and reveals how failure to reconcile them endangered the fragile peace of the 1950s. He builds his
argument through three case studies: the administration’s badgering the French and their allies to ratify the
European Defense Community, its threat to liberate Eastern Europe from Moscow’s rule, and its forcing the
issue of German reunification. By emphasizing the threat from the Soviet Union, Eisenhower and Dulles
were trying to promote an activist as opposed to isolationist foreign policy. But their rhetorical diplomacy
intensified Cold War tensions with European allies as well as with Moscow and effectively overwhelmed the
administration’s true diplomatic aims.

Based on American, British, Eastern European, and Soviet primary sources—many only recently
unearthed—The Truth Is Our Weapon is a major contribution to the historiography of Eisenhower’s
diplomacy and an important statement about the implications of public and private policymaking.

AUTHOR BIO: Chris Tudda is a historian with the U.S. Department of State. He lives in Arlington,
Virginia.
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From reader reviews:

Hae Hughes:

The book The Truth Is Our Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower and John Foster
Dulles make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Truth Is Our Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower and
John Foster Dulles being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a reserve The
Truth Is Our Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Debbie Jackson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to
endure than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Truth Is Our
Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Larry Dolin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Truth
Is Our Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles, you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Ruth Zimmer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Truth Is Our Weapon: The Rhetorical Diplomacy of Dwight D.
Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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